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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
Honorable Sir: 

Pursuant to Section 1.97 of Title 37 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 
supplemental to Information Disclosure Statements filed on January 8, 2003, and prior to 
issuance of a First Office Action, record is hereby made of additional published prior art 
which the United States Patent and Trademark Office may wish to consider during 
examination of the above-entitled application, which was filed under 35 USC 371 . No 
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representation is made or intended that a prior art search was conducted, or that no better "^s^^ ^ '-^ 
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art than that listed is available. 



U.S. Patent No. 



4,958,917 
5,216,536 
5,244,557 



Date of Issuance 
September 25, 1990 
June 1, 1993 
September 14, 1993 



Inventor(s) 
Hashimoto et al. 
Agrawal et al. 
Defendini et al. 



Foreign Country/Patent No. 
Japan JP 56-85735 A 
European EP 0 477 065 Bl 



Date of Publication 
July 13, 1981 
March 13, 1996 



Applicant 

Suwa Seikosha K.K. 

Saint-Gobain Vitrage 
International 



Other Prior Art 

Patent Abstracts of Japan, vol. 5, No. 154 (P-82), September 29, 1981 & JP 56-85735 A 
(Suwa Seikosha K.K.), July 13, 1981. 



The above-referenced documents were cited during prosecution of the German 
priority application corresponding to the subject U.S. application. Copies of these 
documents are enclosed, along with IDS Form PTO/SB/08A and 08B, noting that European 
0 477 065 Bl corresponds to U.S. 5,244,557. 
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With regard to document EP 0 477 065 Bl, please consider the following statement 
of relevance: 

Reference EP 0 477 065 Bl may be seen in relation to claims 7 to 10 of the instant 
application, in particular with regard to claim 7. On page 6, lines 31 to 33 of EP 0 477 065 
Bl, merely the materials butyl caoutchouc, polyurethane and poiysulphides are disclosed 
for the sealing elements of Figure 4. No further materials are disclosed. Claims 7 to 10 are 
novel over EP 0 477 065 Bl. Although in Figure 4 of EP 0 477 065 Bl an electrochromic 
element having a two-part sealing element made of the above materials is disclosed, 
nevertheless the teaching of reference EP 0 477 065 Bl is very much distinct from the 
teaching of the instant application. According to EP 0 477 065 Bl, only a part (espaceur 
supplementaire 9) of the sealing element is arranged between the substrates for holding the 
electrochromic arrangement therebetween. The second part of the sealing element 
(espaceur provisoire 8) is separated from the first part of the sealing element by an airgap 
and is arranged in its entirety outwardly of the substrates. Therefore the disclosure of EP 0 
477 065 Bl would not be considered as relevant by a person skilled in the art with regard to 
the diverse subject matter of the instant application. 

With regard to document JP 56-85735 A (and English Abstract), please consider the 
following statement of relevance: 

Reference JP 56-85735 A and Abstract may be seen in relation to claims 8 to 10 of 
the instant application. Reference JP 56-85735 A (and Abstract) discloses an 
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electrochromic display having a double sealing, said double sealing is arranged immediately 
adjacent to an electrochromic arrangement and is comprised of a formable silicone sealing 
strap, which is under compression, and an outer epoxy resin adhesive. The electrochromic 
arrangement is most probably realized by fluids. Consequently the concept of JP 56-85735 
A and Abstract is very much diverse from the teaching of the instant invention and would 
not be considered as relevant by a person skilled in the art. 

It is requested that these references be fully considered and made of record in this 

case. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 44,766 

ATTORNEYS 
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC 
Four SeaGate - 8*'^ Floor 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 

Phone: (419) 249-7149 
Fax: (419) 249-7151 
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Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 065 
U.S. Patent and Trademark office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

der the Papei-work Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 
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